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DONOR OF THE DAY ] By Melanle Grayce W " st

Jon Henes and Fred Lynch
didn’t meet under the best of
cn‘cumstances

Mr. Henes, an attorney w1th
Kirkland :&.; Ellis LLP in New
¢h, .CEO- of
nite Interna-
tional Ine in -2009 -as M. -

] Henes was. serving as part of

the bankruptcy counsel for

Masonite.

‘Messrs. Henes and Lynch
spent long hours together in
negotiations and, during a ca-
_-'sual ioment; conversation .

. turned'to family, afid phllan-
thropy: Mr. Lynch told the *
story of his brother Michael, a
New York City firefighter who
died:on Sept. 11, 2001; in the
south tower of the World
Trade Center, . .

In the'months: followmg his -
death, the Lynch family started
a memorial foundation to cele-
brate Michaél. Lynch’s life and
to provide: college scholarships
to children'of: firefighters and
victims-of - the Sept. 11, 2001,

‘ and chsasters .

e ) .
- family,”. says Mr. Henes

terrorist attack and oth

vents are from the New
metropolltan area. The |
ents have included children of
New York City flreflghters and
of employées of Marsh &

McLennan-and Cantor Fitzger-
ald, two' ‘companies that had,
offices at'the World Ta
Center. -

The back story of‘the foun-' o

dation; the mission and its
hands-on, no-overhead, all-in-
the-family- approach 1nspxred

. Mr. Henes ‘to: take up:the.catise

as his pnmary phxlanthropm

portmg the foun at;"
$100,000' c0ntributi

something that you can touch

Jon Henes

and you. can feel beCause every
dollar that’s donated goes to
the scholarships. There are no
administrative costs because it’s
all family-and-friends operated.”
His commitment to‘the foun-
dation began by raising money
from his colleagues and, signing

ster Vlctlm "

nesses involved. Jon. w111 call
them and say, ‘You gotta do
this. How can you not do this?
It’s such a great thing”” ™.
For this year’s annual din-"

-ner, 1o be held" v arch 8~w1th .

Raéther as chi .rman ‘Mr
Henes hopes to break last
year’s donation record and has
a goal to raise $700,000:-

“I actually have a hlgher
goal. I have big -ambitions;”

" says Mr. Henés. “I'told Fred

last year we were going to.-
break $500,000-and he-laughed
at me, and we did: T'think it’s
good-to set big: goals for your-
self because- you’ve got to go
meet them.”
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